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President’s Message 
 
Greetings! 
 
Spring is only weeks away! It has been quite a winter. As beautiful as the snow has been at 
times, I am ready to see a view full of color. Our February meeting was well attended and it was 
great to see Bette Ragazzi who lives too far away to join our meetings in person and to 
welcome one of our newest members Linda Greulich. I know we are all looking forward to being 
able to get together even if we need to meet outdoors with social distancing in force. We have 
new members who joined last year just as the world went into lockdown, Marge Hulstrunk, 

Suzanne Levenbach, and Anne Grote, and it 
will be great to see them for an in-person 
welcome. The $50 gift card we received for 
our winning Gingerbread Show entry will be 
used for refreshments at our annual meeting 
in April. The location for the meeting will be 
announced soon. 
 
For those of you who were not able to attend 
the meeting, we had many things to discuss. 
Since the Arboretum education center will 
remain closed until January 2022 we may 
need to meet at an alternate location in the 
fall. The remainder of our meetings this year, 

through September 2021, will be via Zoom or at outdoor locations. Our fundraiser bus trip to the 
Highline and Central Park Conservancy Garden in June has been cancelled. The program 
committee is planning some trips for members who are able to drive themselves to a garden 
destination. As more of us are vaccinated we may be able to carpool. If you have 
recommendations for program topics or trips please contact Sally Barmakian and Barb Lysenko. 
Keep up with the changes by checking frequently for email updates. 
 
It was decided that we would do a small service project to replace the Lyons activity since we 
are not able to go there due to Covid restrictions. If you have mugs you can donate please drop 
them off on my front porch or let me know if you would like me to pick them up. 

 



 
Once we have collected the mugs they will be filled with personal care items and/or treats to be 
donated at local nursing homes. We may create small May Day arrangements to donate as 
welI. 
 
If you have not already done so please send your dues to Win Bunch. 
 
Our next Zoom meeting on March 17 will feature Marge Hulstrunk’s  floral design presentation. I 
hope to see you all there! 
 
Warm wishes, 
Pam Venanzi 
  
Helping Your Roses and the Environment 
 
Roses grow best when you provide their favored conditions.  You can accomplish that and still 
use environmentally sound products and methods that work!  Roses like sandy loam soil with 
good drainage.  Add sand and humus to heavier clay soil.  Create a trench around the base and 
water deeply at least once a week.  The drip method, using a soaker hose, is an excellent way 
to water deeply; it also keeps water off the leaves preventing harmful fungus diseases.  As soon 
as the leaves appear, spray bushes with aspirin water (¾ crushed and dissolved in one gallon of 
water) and then every 3 weeks thereafter.  This activates the self defense system in all plants. 
Shield-All from Gardens Alive (513-354-1484), an all natural fungicidal spray, prevents and 
controls black spot on roses. If aphids appear, spray only the affected tips of the plant  with 
Pyola oil  (Gardens Alive).  You don’t want to kill helpful insects 
such as ladybugs, etc. Give roses lots of sun, usually 6 hours or 
more each day.  Morning sun is preferable to hot afternoon sun. 
Some roses even tolerate light shade.They also like good air 
circulation.  Don’t crowd them and prune inside branches which 
hinder air from free flowing through the bush. Think of thinning the 
bush so a butterfly will have no problem flying through. Look for a 
bud on a branch which points toward the outside of the bush and 
prune ¼ inch above the bud.  This helps to shape the bush and 
aids in evaporation of moisture from the leaves.  Water sitting 
stagnant on leaves for more than 6 hours invites disease.  Finally, 
feed your roses with a granular organic fertilizer when leaves first 
appear and buy a variety that is disease resistant.  And enjoy the 
sweet sweet smell of success.  
                                                                                                                        Winter at Acorn Hall 
Photo and article submitted by Sheila Fortune    
 
The Remarkable Traits of a Butterfly 
 
Butterflies are beautiful and may well be the best loved of all insects.  Butterflies symbolize 
spiritual rebirth, transformation, creativity, and joy.  In the time of legends, butterflies were often 

 



 
seen as a metaphor for the soul. The Nagas of Assam, India, believed that spirits of the dead 
undergo a series of changes in the Underworld, eventually returning as butterflies. 
 
Butterflies are distinguished from moths and other insects by a variety of remarkable traits.  
 

● Many flowers have concentric bands or rays of 
contrasting color (“nectar guides) that 
help direct a butterfly to a flower’s nectar.  This special 
coloring is visible to butterflies because they can see in 
both full spectrum and ultraviolet light.  We can only see 
the full spectrum of colors and the same flowers may 
appear to us to be monochromatic. 

● Butterflies have flight patterns highly characteristic of 
each species. They dart and bob, changing directions 
and heights on a whim. Their flight is an evolutionary 
tactic that makes it harder for any would-be predators to 
predict the butterfly's flight path. 
In the throes of butterfly love, mating butterflies demonstrate dashing extravagant flight 
behavior such as dashing dips. Competing males may hook up and spiral upwards 
together.  

● Some male butterflies display a “patrolling flight pattern”  preventing other males from 
entering  favorable space they claim as their own. Intruders are driven off amid violent, 
but usually harmless, fluttering.  The original occupant usually retains the space and the 
exclusive mating rights that go with it. 

● Butterflies are sometimes jokingly accused of being drunk because they can’t fly in a 
straight line. Alcohol isn’t the reason for their varied flight patterns, but some butterflies 
do have a taste for alcohol!  It’s not a surprise since butterflies are attracted to sweet 
smells, like flowers and other sugary liquids such as fermenting fruit and juice.  

● Butterflies that hibernate through the winter require high levels of sugar before they go 
into hibernation.  There are even butterfly farms where hibernating butterflies are 
encouraged to drink alcohol to increase their sugar leading up to their hibernation period.  

● Male and female butterflies lock together at the ends of their abdomens during mating. 
They may stay attached for anywhere from an hour up to twelve or more hours. If they 
are disturbed during mating, they may try to fly away together with one butterfly carrying 
the other.  

 
Encouraging Butterfly Repopulation 
 
The butterfly population fell by thirty-three per cent over the past two decades. Nearly 75% of 
food crops worldwide depend on these pollinators, so their existence is critical.  Everyone who 
gardens has the potential to reverse this decline.  
 
To attract butterflies you should add brightly colored blooms ro your garden. Create an 
environment where they can drink nectar and rest safely.  That means providing a shelter, 

 



 
sources of moisture, and an environment free of chemicals.  Click on this link for a list of native 
New Jersey flowers and plants that attract butterflies.  New Jersey Native Nectar Plants. 
 
Butterflies are also attracted by herbs with their color and scent.  Some herbs to include in a 
butterfly garden are lavender; catnip; chives; fennel; and yarrow. 
 
Make sure the flowers and plants you acquire have not been treated with systemic insecticides 
which will KILL caterpillars and butterflies. 
 
Tulips as Currency  
 
Every spring when tulips emerge from their winter homes, private gardens, public parks, and 
even highways are transformed from bleak to beautiful. Tulips are an inexpensive way to 
populate your spring garden with lots of color and beauty. They are widely available and 
affordable. There was a time in the 17th century, however, when tulip bulbs were used as 
money and were more valuable than gold.  
 
Late in the 16th century, the Emperor to the Sultan of Turkey introduced tulips to Europe when 
he sent a shipload of tulip bulbs to Antwerp. This marked the beginning of the tulip horticultural 
industry and tulip trade in Europe. 
 
For years the demand for tulip bulbs in the Dutch Republic outpaced their supply and their cost 
continually increased.  "Broken Tulips" were the  most exotic and most sought after bulbs due to 
their coloring and rarity. They were distinguishable from single color tulips by the intricate 
patterns on their petals which resembled flames or feathers. The term "broken tulip" refers to 
the "break" in the underlying color of the tulip. (In 1928, scientist Dorothy Cayley discovered that 
a virus was the cause of the bulbs' unusual coloring and short lifetime.) 
 
The steadily rising cost for tulip bulbs tempted the rich to speculate in the tulip market. By about 
1610, a single bulb of a new variety was acceptable as a bride’s dowry.  This frenetic period of 
buying, selling, and reselling tulip bulbs led to a relatively short period in history called “Tulip 
Mania”.  

 
Homes, estates, and industries were mortgaged to purchase tulip 
bulbs which could be bought and resold at higher prices for a 
profit. As prices rose, lower and middle class citizens joined the 
privileged class and got swept up in the speculative fever.  A 
year’s equivalent to what a skilled craftsman earned in a year was 
spent on rare bulbs in hopes of reselling them at a higher price 
and becoming rich.  Sales and resales were made many times 
over with each transaction becoming more expensive.  Actual live 
flowers were not the commodity being traded. Trade actually 
occurred with “contracts”  where instead of buying a bulb, 
someone was buying the right to acquire that bulb after it bloomed 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1XrwYvFmEmL8w8aGwd26RFtxVMIbB4oOlXVK92bHobjk/edit


 
in the spring. They were dealing with scarce and sought after varieties whose bulbs were still 
underground. 
 
Early in 1637 the market for tulips collapsed. Speculators could no longer afford even the 
cheapest bulbs. There are many tragic  accounts about fortunes lost and lives ruined. Even the 
Dutch economy reportedly crashed. Some historians, however, say that accounts of the crash 
may be more fiction than fact. 
 
In economic terms, a bubble occurs when prices rise rapidly then fall rapidly. The term “tulip 
mania” is now often used metaphorically to refer to any large economic bubble.  
 
How to Stop Cut Tulips from Drooping 
 
Tulips continue to grow after they have been cut, contributing to drooping.  
1. Trim stems by 1”-2”.  Cut at an angle to give the tulip maximum surface area to drink 
            from. 
2. Pop in water as soon as possible.  The water will help the tulips rehydrate and bloom. 
3. Keep tulips away from direct sunlight, heating elements, and fruit. Fruit releases gasses 
            that will make them fade. 
4. Tulips like fresh water.  Retrim the stems 1”  each time you refresh the water. 
5 To make tulips stand up straight, tightly wrap in newspaper into a cone shape. Pop back 
  in water, keep in a dark room overnight. Unwrap them in the morning and they should  
            be perfect to add to a centerpiece. 
 
 
On a Lighter Note: The Annual World Naked Gardening Day 
 
The Annual World Naked Gardening Day is real and it’s been celebrated on the first 
Saturday of May since 2005.  The annual tradition celebrates weeding, planting, and 
pruning in the buff. It was started by Mark Storey and friends following a survey  that 
asked the question, “What do you like to do when nude?” Gardening came in a close second to 
skinny dipping! Those who enjoy the day say the appeal is that it’s fun, it’s free, there are no 
risks involved and it reminds them of our ties to the natural world - a chance to be one with 
nature, as it was intended. When posing for photographs, some, but not all, will make clever use 
of foliage to cover certain parts of their bodies.  
 
There actually are some risks involved in gardening sans clothing.  Skin can get burned,  ticks, 
chiggers, and mosquitoes can leave painful welts on your body.  Beware sharp tools and thorny 
bushes. And nosey neighbors.  
 
Soil - The Skin of the Earth 
 
Soil is the thin layer of material covering the earth’s surface.  Soil is made up mainly of mineral 
particles, organic materials (matter from dead plants and animals), air, water, and living 
organisms, all of which interact slowly but constantly. Soil is important because it provides a 
 



 
place for plants to anchor in the soil, a source of food for plants, and a home for insects, 
spiders, worms, burrowing animals, bacteria, and other things.  
 
There are many different types of soils, and each has unique characteristics. The kind of soil in 
an area helps determine what kind of plants can grow there.  
 
Factors contributing to soil formation 
 
Soil is the result of interaction among many factors over thousands of years. CLORPT is an 
acronym for the five factors contributing to soil formation. The letters stand for: 

●   CL - Climate 
  Temperature and rainfall influence the rate of weathering, which is the breaking down 
of 

              rocks and minerals over a long period of time. The longer rocks take to weather, the 
              finer the size of the particles will be. 

●   O - Organisms 
  Organisms are the kind of plants and animals that affect the ways soils are formed. 
  Examples: An accumulation of pine needles can make soil slightly acidic.  
  Earthworms help to increase the amount of air that gets into the soil; after eating, they  
  leave behind castings, a valuable type of fertilizer. 

●   R - Relief  
  Relief or topology refers to different types of terrain such as mountains, hills, and  
  Plains. Steepness, shape, and length of a slope will determine how water flows into or  
  off the soil. The depth of soil depends on how steep a slope is. South facing slopes 
  receive more sunlight resulting in dryer soil and drought resistant vegetation. Because  
  less sunlight reaches north facing slopes, they tend to be wetter and cooler,  
  encouraging mixed hardwood or conifer forests and shade tolerant wildflowers. One  

              interesting fact is that the taste of wine is affected by which side of a slope a  
              vineyard is planted.  South facing vineyards warm sooner in the spring causing buds  
              emerge sooner. 

●   P - Parent rock or material 
  Parent rock refers to the original rock from which the soil was formed.The parent rock  
  determines the color, texture, permeability, chemical property and mineral content of  
  the soil. Soils can develop from bedrock in one place and be transported elsewhere by 
  glaciers, water, and wind.  
  T - Time  
  It  takes hundreds of years for one ounce of topsoil to form.  It can take hundreds of  
  thousands or even millions of years before all the horizons (layers) form. 
  

Soil is categorized by size 
 

Soil particles are classified by size into 3 groups, sand, silt, and clay.  Most soils are a 
combination of the three. 
 

 



 
Clay is the smallest type of soil particle.  It is nutrient rich, absorbs water but doesn’t do a good 
job draining it, and obstructs air flow.  
 
Silt is the middle size soil particle. It has a smooth texture and forms a crust when it gets wet, 
making it difficult for water and air to get to the soil. 
 
Sand is the largest type of soil particle.  It can feel granular or coarse. Its size allows quick 
drainage and plenty of airflow, but nutrients can quickly drain out of sand particles. 
 
There are seven layers of soil. 

 
 
  
Soil is made up of seven distinct horizontal layers 
called horizons, as portrayed in this illustration. 
Horizons differ in color, texture, thickness and 
structure. Soil horizons provide a lot of information 
about how the soil was formed. 
 
Soil Conservation 
 
Leaving soil bare is not good for its health.  Rain can 
wash away soil nutrients and even the soil itself. The 
goal of soil conservation is to save the top most layer 
of soil. Techniques for improved soil conservation 
include covering the soil with plants, edible crops and 
cover crops/crop rotation, reduced tillage, mulching, 
and cross slope farming. Controlled water runoff and 
windbreaks can affect both erosion and the fertility of 
the soil.  
 
 
 

 
         Book Review: The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohllben  

(Translated from German by Jane Billinghurst) 
 
Trees  in the forest take care of each other! 
 
The Hidden Life of Trees is an easy to read, very fascinating book that opens up a whole new 
way of looking at trees. The German author, Peter Wohllben, writes about what has been 
learned about  social networking among  trees in a forest. Scientists have found that trees 
establish communities.  Neighboring trees actually help each other through their root systems. 
They share their food with trees of their own species and sometimes even with trees of a 
different species.  

 



 
 
Trees silently communicate with each other via taste, smell, and electrical impulses. Acacia 
trees that are being eaten can forewarn neighboring trees that someone is looking to feast on 
them. They give off a warning gas that signals neighboring trees to do the same to protect 
themselves from an attack.   Beeches, spruce, and oaks all register pain as soon as some 
creature bites one of their leaves. The leaves send out electrical signals to other leaves so they 
know to make themselves unpalatable. 
 
There is so much more to learn from this book!  Some of the many intriguing chapter titles 
include:  Forest Etiquette; United We Stand, Divided We Fall; Healthy Forest Air; and Tree 
School. 
 
A review on Amazon read: “I’ll never cut down another tree.” 
 
The Hidden Life of Trees is available at Amazon, Thrift Books, Audible, and elsewhere. Amazon 
also sells a Kindle version of the book. 
 
Take a Test Ride! You can read a lengthy preview of The Hidden Life of Trees here. 
 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Hidden_Life_of_Trees/WEn4DAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gb
pv=1&printsec=frontcov 
 
 
 

  
                 Good-bye Winter                                                               Hello Spring!!! 
 
            Pictures submitted by Maria Hendershot (winter) and Pam Venanzi (spring).  
 
  

 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Hidden_Life_of_Trees/WEn4DAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Hidden_Life_of_Trees/WEn4DAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover


 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


